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Primary Subject:   Reading 
Grade Level:   8 
 
Additional Subject Area 
Connections:   All Subjects 
 
Unit Title:   Strike-Out Cancer 
 
Type(s) of Service:  Indirect  

 
Unit Description:  Through collaboration 
of all content and curriculums, students were 
able to not only raise money to fund cancer 
research, but they were able to research 
different cancer research centers and choose 
the destination of the money that was raised.  
In addition, students learned about the disease 
itself, and promoted possible ways to help 
avoid this dreaded disease. 
 
 
Potential Service-Learning Action 
Experiences:  Students researched 
different hospitals and organizations that 
either research cures or treat cancer patients. 
Students participated in physical activities to 
help promote  a healthy lifestyle.  Students 
raised over $6,000 for St.Jude's Hospital. 
 
Hours needed to complete unit: 30+ 
 
 

 
VSC Indicators Met 

 
Content Title:  
 
Social Studies: 761.02, 761.06 
 
Science:  8th Grade Curriculum, Goal 1, Goal 2, 
Goal 4.   
 
Reading:  All four purposes of Reading are 
reinforced. 
 
English: Unit One, Goal 5 
 
Math: Different curriculums for different levels 
but all concepts of charting, graphing are 
reinforced. 
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Alignment with Maryland’s  

Best Practices of Service-Learning:  
*Unit Title*  

 
1. Meet a recognized community need  
 
Howard County is equivalent to every other area in this country in terms of being effected 
heavily by Cancer.  Our school specifically has lost a student to this disease within the last 
two years. 
 
 
 
2. Achieve curricular objectives through service-learning 
 
See Previous Page 
 
 
 
3. Reflect throughout the service-learning experience 
 
Students were asked to give written and verbal reflections 
throughout the process.  They will also complete the standard 
reflection form at the completion of the project. 

 
 
 

4. Develop student responsibility (Students 
have opportunities to make decisions 
about the service-learning project.) 

 
Students had complete control over deciding the 
destination of the money through research and voting. 
 
 
 
5. Establish community partnerships 
 
Parents and surrounding businesses were able to contribute both monetarily and by 
giving their time during various activities. 
 
6. Plan ahead for service-learning 
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Students were able to start researching in October and the project continued through 
their fundraising efforts in December. 
 
7. Equip students with knowledge and skills needed for service 
 
Students had guest speakers, access to various organizations through their research, and 
watched a documentary that followed various children through their cancer treatment. 
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Additional 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

 
 

¥ Reading, Social Studies, 
Science, English, Math, 
Phys Ed, FACS.* 

 

Procedures with Resources: 
*Unit Title*  

 
These procedures represent an example of a service-learning lesson on this specific topic, but can 
be changed to meet individual classroom interests or varying community needs.  You are 
encouraged to adapt this unit to fit your unique classroom and community and to solicit student 
input in planning and decision making. 

 
 

1. *Create a step by step numbered list of actions 
and activities required to prepare for, 
implemen t, and evaluate your project.* 

 
 
1.  Students were introduced to project and began 
research on different charitable organizations.  
 
2.  Students voted for St.Jude's Hospital in their Soc. 
Studies classes. 
 
3.  Students learned about the disease in their science 
classes, and learned how to live healthy in their PE and 
FACS classes. 
 
4.  Students began to raise money in Homeroom 
competitions and charted and graphed amounts 
collected in their math classes. 
 
5.  Students wrote business letters to area business 
partners asking for donations.  
 
6.  Students completed their activity by creating teams and going bowling to raise 
money for St. Jude's Hospital.  Some used flat pledges and some were based on scores 
at bowling.  
 
Main Resource -  www.stjude.org  
 

2. Reflect and evaluate the effectiveness of the project by completing the Rubric for 
Assessing the Use of the MarylandÕs Seven Best Practices of Service-Learning which 
can be found at www.mdservice -learning.org . 
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